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Introduction and Vision

Currie is an unincorporated community located in western Pender County, North Caaplpraximately 18 miles from Downtown Wilmington.
Though a wide range of opinions exist on the unofficial boundaries of Currie, they are generally considered to be wiglitbanraled by
Atkinson to the north, New Hanover County to tteuth, the BlaclRiver and Moors Creek to the west, and US Highway 421 to the east. A
defined study area was agreed upon by the Currie Small Area Plan Steering Committee for the analysis and goals pradwimeimetht.

/ dZNNRAS Aa RSTAY S Rig@e&ultual an@histdiizN hefitag€) Knid NlationstBpNEthe dzmobog natural landscape. Mome
Creek National Battlefield, dedicated to commemorate the 17aél&of Moores Creek, serves as a focal point to the community and
encompasses these aifutes.

The study area is predominantly comprised of low density sifegiely housingagricultute, timber, or other natural areas with few local retail
or service establishments. It is easily accessible by several arterial or major thoroughfatesotadaly US Highway 421 and NC Highway 210.

With the completion of planned water and wastewater infrastructure along the US Highway 421 corridor, development igeaticipgove
north from the industrial and commercial areas of New Hanover Courttys, it is important to create a vision which preserves and enhances
the unique characteristics found in and around the study area. A vision statement was drafted early in the planningprieeSseering
Committee to define how Currie functions togas well as to provide vision for future development.

Currie Is a rural community oriented around natural, cultural, and historic resources that seeks
to preserve its unique character within Pender County.

The vision for the Currie area is a cleagtractive, safe and accessible community which will
continue to integrate new growth around the natural and rural landscape. Significant emphasis
should be placed on green spaces and recreational opportunities linked by walking, bicycling,
hiking, and eqestrian facilities. Additional retail, public service, recreational, transportation,
and utility opportunities are critical to the sustainability of the Currie area. Future growth
should preserve the rural character while incorporating green space angsgrvation of the
natural and historic resources that are held valuable to area residents and visitors.
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The 2010 Pender County Comprehensive Land Use Plan set goals and policies for
three urbanizing areas of Pender County; however, this documeine iBrst
comprehensive, standlone Small Area Plan for a rural community in the

County.

This plan will analyze the existing conditions and history in the study area,
followed by a set of goals developed to preserve and enhance those topics
identified as unique and critical to the future vision of Currie. Goals related to
Utilities and Services, Land Use and Economic Development, Housing,
Community Heritage and Sense of Place, Recreation, and Transportation were
developed and refined using extensivaletholder input via @ommunityinput
survey, Steering Committee meetings, public workshops, and public hearings.

Upon adoption, this Plan will be used in conjunction with the 2010
Comprehensive Land Use Plan by stakeholders, county staff, appoirded an
elected officials, and other interested parties to ensure that development
requests proceed in accordance with the goals and vision set forth by the Currie
community.

Moores Creek
National
Battlefield
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History

2 KAfTS YdzOK 2F / dZNNASQa KAAU2NE A& RATTFAOdAZ G (2 RA & OGand@IENsY | y &

today. As recorded by local residents in 1994, Currie has always been known as a small town community with a strongea filéahwith
spirited and cooperative residents. Long term residents have noted that the Currie comm
was, and is, markedytits people and valués

Farmsteads were settled in the Currie area as early as 1735. One of the first residents of
area was Elizabeth Moore, whose homestead along Moores Creek was the site of the firs J o«
Revolutionary War Bat in North Carolina ifi776". Later descendants of Elizabeth Moore 1l T B
constructed the two story, plantation style, Bell House in 1864, which still remains today. S d! I:H CATE
Currie was officially named in 1888 by John H. Currie, Director of the Cape Fear and Yad
Valley Railway, who was ¥isp the town with plans to expand a rail line from Fayetteville to
Wilmingtor?. Over the next two years, the Cape Fear and Yadkin Valley Railway from Mo
Airy to Wilmington was completed along with the construction of a depot in Currie. Similar
other smaller towns located along tHime, Currie sprang to liteln early 1890, visitors to the
Currie community reported that the town was booming with the construction of six homes
and plans for the construction of two more. Local farmers were able tatgrom the rail line
by providing freight including blueberries, strawberries, radistiesher, and pulpwood.

The Bell House, constructed in 1864, is an iconic

The Currie population continued to grow with the railroad which resulted in large farms,
stores, and a post office. The depot, located in eastern Currie, spurred development along M
NIFAf fAYSS AyOf dzR ALgcated?adrdss| frErieiget,DHe $i@d\sbld  { |
canned goods, meat, farming supplies, hardware, and shte4915, the Pender County
School Board constructed the Lucas School for $1,200. The location of the Lucas School ja
the pristine Bell House became known as the centerof fawn! £ 82X Ay (KS
Currie Rosenwald School was constructed in the community for $1,900. This school was
thousands constructed across the nation in rural communities and is one of tedstence in
Pender County

stop on the original Cape Fear and Yadkin Railway line

from Sanfod to WiIminaton1 .
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Currie continued to function as a
successful agrarian community up until
the twentieth centuryeven with the
financial hardships the railway was facind
due to over expansion. In 1899, faced wit....
bankruptcy, the Cape Fear and Yadkin
Valley Railway was sold toldntic Coast
Line".

During the midtwentieth century, with a
struggling rail line and #hnational Great
Depression, Currie was not able to grow
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into a prosperous community. Maps Maps recored with the Pender County Register of Deeds office in 1 i /
NBEO2NRSR Ay (KS / 2 1940and 1957 reveal the original grid design of the community W b

Deeds office in 1940 showed future plar centered around the existing train depot. A ;Ewn ~gp
for Currie with the creation of 214 , CURRIE, N.C.

Scale=l4 inricoift

buildable lots for homes and businesses. Howeviorts to develop these perties never
materialized. Additionally, in 1949, Atlantic Sea Coast Line successfully petitioned the State Utili
Commission to close the depot in Currie. Both Currie and Wilmington residents and businesses
provided noticeopposing this request. Following the closing of the depot, the rail line was sold to Seaboard Coast Line in 1967. Immediately
many sections of the rail line, including a section from Roseboro to Wilmingtme, abandoned as unprofitalie

Crawm From Mes Maggic £ Walers Va:
cgist 29 (990 bo TN Mol

IN1971,ag3f a0 NBaAaARSYy(iQad gAakKSa FyR adzZl)lRNIZI GKS {SIFI02FNR /2lmrdy [ Ay S LJ
was based on the rail line, Currie was negatively affected and struggled to develop. Local businesses that once lin&b&dinsciuding

2 f {SNRa DSYySNrft {02NBsx Of2aSR IyR FStt Ayid2 | &aiHedé& 2F RSOFL&d hit
Borough Road and the abandoned train depot, were destroyefiadlo ¢ A 1 K/ dzNNX SQ&a o022YAy3a LI &

Following tle removal of the rail lines in Currie, the town did not see significant population or economic growth and remained asi@avery
community. Still, during this time, Currie residents remained involved with the community and took part in local festivdiagnthe Pender
County Centennial Festival in 1975 at Me®Creek National BattlefiéldSmall town values, community involvement, and cooperation are
characteristics that have described the town for decades and are still present today.
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Small AreaPlan Development Process

The Currie Small Area Plan process was conducted over the cowlsgerimonths. The planning process began with a resolution submitted to

the Board of Commissioners on November 7, 2011. This resolution provided informatimingusupport for the creation of a small area plan
basedonthe 201 @ nMH t NA2NAGE LYLX SYSyidlidAz2zy tflyx a ¢Sttt & ISYSNIf LRf A
which stated the need to develop small area plans for pogadaiommunities throughout the County.

Following support from the Board of Commissioners, staff proceeded with a community outreach meeting in January 2012fe pkgining
process with the Currie community. Following this event, the process caatinith the appointment o tenmember Steering Committee at

the end of February. The steering committee nmatrftimesthroughoutthe planning process from FebruaryAagustto provide input and
assistance in regards to the study area, vision statereerd,goals. The process also included the development and distribution of a community
survey to collect public input from the study area. The thirty question survey was distributed to 140 households anditohakabver the

course of three months. Thaformation and input collected from the community survey was then utilized by the Steering Committee and
Planning Staff to develop goals and policies for the plan along with determining future lanthssiécations

In June, Planning staff provided afiormational update to the Planning Board and Board of County Commissioners regarding the status of the
plan. Following the first draft of the plan for review by the Steering Committee in July, another community outreach mvasthrgd in August

to colect input and comments from the Currie community regarding the plan. Once these were received and corrections were nesdegddr
NBEaARSy(iaQ O2yOSNyasx (GKS LX Iy g¢Holowihgihe public dorinSent petiddfinalidetivas Subritedta S ¢ |
the Planning Board for recommendationSeptembet C2f ft 2gAy 3 (GKS . 2F NRQa NBOASS | yR I LIz f
submitted to the Pender County Board of Commissioner®ciober 15 2012 for public hearing and was fieally adopted by the Board.

Y R
A0
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Community Outreach

The Currie Small Area Plan process included a variety of public participation opportunities including community outreiagis rtfeetreation

of a steering committee, and a community survey. These opportunities were imperative in creating a suca@s$bultbe Currie community.

Community Outreach Meetings

Over the course aoglevenmonths, the County held two community outreach meetings at
az22NBQa / NBS1T bldadAazylt .Fddt SFASEtR® ¢KS
regarding the gengths, weaknesses, needs, and wants of the community. These meeting
also provided opportunity for members of the study area to review the plan and provide
feedback. A detailed summary of each individual community outreach meeting can be fo
in Appendx B.

Steering Committee Meetings

Another means to include public participation throughout the planning process was the
creation of a steering committee. The Currie Small Area Plan Steering Committee consigie
ten members who plagd an active role ithe Currie community. The committee played an [
instrumental role in determining the study area, developing a vision statement, and draftige-
goals and policies for the plan. Their input assisted staff in gathering a greater knowledgg ,’ ‘
Currie which was esgaéal in creating a plan that was reflective of the community. Comple
minutes from thefour meetings held during the planning process can be found in Appendi

Currie Small Area Plan Survey A
In addition to the community outreach meetings and formatara Steering Committee, the :
County distributed a survey in order to encourage public participation. The sumcieyéad [}__
thirty questions and assessédK S O2 YYdzyAieQa @ASga 2y (K
housing, services, community pride, and futureéonsof Currie. In total, thirtynine surveys
were completed by the community. Provided below is a summary of survey responses.
entire survey and responses can be found in Appendix B.

Based on the results of the survey, the majority of respondents baee residents of Currie for one to tenays. The majority of households
consist of two members and do not include any school aged children. In addition, the majority of respondents noted tteeto diesi within

the community due to its rural settingdverall, the participants highlighted their satisfaction with Currie as a place to live. However, based on

information provided throughout the survey, residents from the study area recognize the importance and need for improwengn e
future.
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The majority of respondents stated their dissatisfaction with the lack of existing businesses in the area and notedrthabfatnercial
development would improve the Currie community. Businesses and land uses that participants wished to see witbinithefithe study area
included general retail, a pharmacy, a hardware store, and a restaurant. Overwhelming support was noted for locating atgreosithin or
immediately adjacent to the study area. Participants also stated their lack of suippather businesssor land uses including bars, taverns, or
heavyindustry. Participants noted the need to increase businesses in the study area in order to provide more services to thatgamchu
create more job opportunities for the community. Thejority of participants responded that they drive 11 to 25 miles outside of the study
area for jobs, goods, and services. Many participants discussed the need for goods and services to be located closerrtuttiey @long the
US Highway 421 corridor.

Information from the community survey showed that 100% of all participants own their home and do nofltentmajority of participants
responded that they are satisfied with the affordability of housing in the study area. The survey showed that respei@eed the quality and
availability of affordable housing as adequate. In addition, participants cited the quality and availability of affordeddlbeasing as
inadequate or fair. The majority of respondents stated their support for stick builaffoddable housing in the study area.

Respondents cited satisfaction with existing water and sewer quality and systems in the studyuaresied their interest in county watesnd

a community sewer system. Residents within the study area statedeagdits with current servies in the study area includiriige, sheriff, and
emergency management. However, based on comments, participants noted the need to enhance these services in the commynity. Man
participants expressed concern and the need for klishing a volunteer fire department annex in order to improve safety to residents and
decrease the cost of Homeowners Insurance. Additionally, responses noted the need to establish a library annex and coemteunity
Participants also stated the needitoprove current internet access in the study area to a more reliable, modern service for the community.

The need for recreational facilities including bike and pedestrian trails, parks, @mmunity center were noted numerous times by
respondents. Raults showed that the majority of participants were dissatisfied with the availability of parks, open space, bike andgredestr
trails, and recreational programs. Respondents noted that the development of accessible parks and recreational fakittiies iiing,
walking, hiking, and horse trails, basketball and tennis courts, baseball and soccer fields, and water access wouldreficedtd the
community. Participants also noted the rikor establishing a recreaticar community center in tharea. Many residents stated the need for
the county to focus its resources on recreational facilities within the study area.

Participants noted concern regarding traffic safety in the study area. Many respondents stated the need for improvirgategfiadong
Blueberry Road and the intersection of Bell Williams Road and NC Highway 210.

Finally, espondents recognized that there is a strong sense of community pride and were satisfied with the level of community @molvem

throughout Currie. Participds cited many reasons that make the community a great place including its rural landscape, quiet country living, and
friendly neighbors. Overall, the survey responses illustrated a strong sense of pride that residents have for their community
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Existing Conditions

Land Use

The existing land use pattern in the Currie study area includes low
density residential and commercial uses withinural landscape.

The land use map shows the study area is comprised of
approximately2,028 acrs, including dedicated land in the right of
ways and water ways. Agricultural uses account for the vast
majority of the land in the study area totaling 700.97 acres.
Residential land uses, limited to single family traditional (stick
built) and manufactured homes, total 532.11 acres. Commercial
uses including two convenience stores and an auto service
business total 5.10 acres. Finally, civic and institutional uses, which
include the US Federal Post Office, community churches, and
Moores CreelNational Battlefield, total 100.10 acres.

A large portion of the study area is comprised of vacant parcels
totaling 1,144 acrescompared to developed parcels which total
840.29 acres. Current zoning in the study area includes mostly
Rural Agricultural and Residential Performance, along with a few
parcels zoned General Business, Environmental Conservation, and

Officeand InztitutionaI.IThzzon_ing mg(l;eup (I)f thde study argalis intenc Land Use Acres Percent
to accommodate very low density residential and commercial uses. Agricultural 200.97 52 73
The center core of the Currie study area is where a large portion of tt R?S.Identl.al . 532.11 39.35
: . ) . . ‘ Civic/Institutional 100.10 7.53
residential and commercial uses are located. Immediately outside of .
Commercial 5.10 .38

core, pockets of residential uses, agricultural uses, and the Moores
Creek National Battlefield can be fourithe remaining outer perimeter
of the study area is comprised of low density residential and agricultural land uses.

Environmental land features that can be found in the area include Moores Creek, which meanders its way through the nontipedgia of
the study area and feeds into the Black River, located approximately two miles from the study area. The entire studvithiedahie Moores
Creek Sub Watershedvhich is part of the Black River Watersh&tiese systems flow into the Cape Fear Rasin.
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